
Budget
Clearwater’s gross annual budget for FY 2003-2004 is $315 million, $8 million less than the previous year’s budget. The ad valorem tax rate
remains at 5.752 mills, the same as last year.

Clearwater’s General Fund budget of $99.2 million represents an increase of 6.4% over the previous year, due in part to costs related to the
opening of several new and a few improved facilities and operations throughout the city, as well as increased health insurance costs for
employees.

Expenditures of General Fund dollars focus on the commission’s priorities of public safety, with almost 48% of the budget devoted entirely to the
Police and Fire & Rescue Departments. Quality-of-Life programs, which include the Parks & Recreation, Library and some Marina operations, are
the next largest allocation at 23.7%. This includes funding to support the staffing and operations of the new Main Library and the Community
Sports Complex, the new home for Philadelphia Phillies Spring Training.

The balance of General Fund expenditures is allocated between Public Works, Planning, Development & Neighborhood Services and
Administration operations. Public Works oversees the maintenance of the city’s infrastructure, such as streets and sidewalks, traffic operations, as
well as major capital construction projects that are underway.

General Fund revenues come from several sources. While the largest contribution of 35% comes from ad valorem (property) taxes, this only
funds a portion of Clearwater’s general operations. The remainder comes from other sources such as franchise fees, utility, sales and
telecommunication taxes.

The City Manager and the Senior Management Team are dedicated to delivering quality service to Clearwater’s citizens in the most effective
and efficient manner possible.
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Building Our Future Together

Clearwater Gas System

• At a time when most utilities are
reducing services, Clearwater Gas
System continues to be a full-service
utility, providing a complete line of
gas appliance sales and service,
installation and repair services to res-
idential and commercial customers.

• Connected 1,413 new customers
and added over 16 miles of new
underground gas main for a system
total of 685 miles of main.

• Provided natural and propane gas
to 17,522 total customers in 17
municipalities in northern Pinellas
and western Pasco counties.

• Added improved service reliability
by developing double-feed gas
main systems along north and south
boundaries of our service territory.

• Achieved natural gas service reliabil-
ity of 99.9997%. Clearwater Gas cus-
tomers on average can expect to
be interrupted less than 30 seconds
per year.

• Partnered with Clearwater Housing
Authority in North Greenwood
Apartment renovations to utilize tank-
less natural gas water heaters show-
casing state-of-the-art natural gas
technology achieving energy effi-
ciency in a public housing applica-
tion.

• Assisted with redevelopment of  the
Clearwater Mall project, providing
natural gas service to 12 new com-
mercial accounts.

Clearwater Gas brings
character to downtown

with charming gas lights
in Gaslight Alley Park.

Holiday Parade




