
 

 

 

 

Our County depends 
on clean water! 

F E D E R AL  AN D  S TAT E  
D E S I G N AT E D  

I M PAI R E D  WAT ER S  I N  
P I N E L L AS  C O U N T Y  

Phone: 727-464-4425 
Fax: 727-64-4403 

Email: watershed@pinellascounty.org 

Watershed Management Division 
300 South Garden Avenue 

Clearwater, FL 33756 

T M D L s — W h a t  
a r e  t h e y a n d  
w h a t  d o  t h e y  
m e a n  t o  o u r  

C o u n t y?  

Leadership Dedicated to a 
Sustainable Natural and 

Urban Environment in Pinellas 
County for Present and Future 

Generations 

For more information: 
 
TMDLs on the EPA website: 
http://www.epa.gov/owow/tmdl/ 
 
TMDLs at the State Level: 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/tmdl/ 
 
Local water quality information: 
http://www.pinellascounty.org/environment 
http://wateratlas.org 
 
To report a water quality violation or illegal 
dumping: 727-464-5060 or 727-464-4425 
 
 

TMDL Image Courtesy of the Illinois EPA 



A TMDL or Total 
Maximum Daily 
Load is the     
maximum amount 
of a pollutant that a   
waterbody can    
receive and still 
meet water quality 
standards. A TMDL 
also specifies an 
amount of the  
pollutant to        
specific sources. 
For example, if 100 
pounds of pollutant 

X is all that is allowed in the bay  to protect 
water quality, then that 100 pounds of        
pollutant X is divided up among all the 
sources. The sources may be industries, farms, 
wastewater  treatment plants, or permitted 
stormwater discharges.  A TMDL could be 
considered a “pollutant diet” for a waterbody:  
if the pollutant load results in the waterbody      
meeting the water quality standard the        
waterbody is considered healthy, if it exceeds 
the standard the waterbody is judged           
unhealthy or impaired. 

TM D L  P r o g r a m  P h a s e s  
 

• Phase I—Initial Water Quality Evaluation 

• Phase II—Water Quality Monitoring and     
Assessment 

• Phase III—TMDL development and adoption 

• Phase IV—Basin Management Action Plan 
(BMAP) development 

• Phase V—Begin BMAP Implementation 
 

Group 1—Tampa Bay Watershed 

Group 5—Springs Coast Watershed (Gulf Coast) 

W h a t  d o  TM D L s  m e a n   
t o  P i n e l l a s  C o u n t y?  

 
• As a built-out community surrounded by water 

the potential for TMDL development is high. 
• Pinellas County has several permitted point 

sources and a federally permitted stormwater 
system that will need to be assessed for        
potential improvements. 

• Due to the age of our communities, treatment of 
large volumes of  previously untreated      
stormwater is likely to be required.  

• Implementation of TMDLs through the BMAP 
process will likely become a federal           
stormwater permit requirement. 

• Cleaning up the County’s impaired waters will 
cost millions of dollars. 

• Improvements to unhealthy waters will be  
        required under state and federal regulations. 
 
 

What is a TMDL? 
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H O W  W E  C AN  H E L P  
 

R E S I D E N TS — R edu ce  f e r t i l i ze r  u s -
age ,  r ecyc l e  ya rd  deb r i s ,  p i c k  up  a f t e r  
p e t s ,  wash  ca rs  a t  a  c a rwa sh ,  f i x  f lu id  
l ea ks  f ro m  ca rs .   
B U S I N E S S E S — Keep  ou tdoo rs  a r eas  
c l ean ,  do  no t  a l lo w  ch emi ca l s  to  be  
s to red  ou td oo rs  o r  t o  l eak  on to  th e  
g rou nd .   
C O N S TR U C TI O N — P reven t  so i l    
e ros ion  b y ma i n t a in ing  a  c l ean  s i t e .   
L O C AL  G O V E R N M E N TS —   
I mpl emen t  po l i c i es  t o  fo s te r  s us t a in ab le  
c l ean  wa te r  p r ac t i ce s ,  en fo r ce         
s to rm wat e r  v i o l a t ion s  and  fu nd  p ro j ec t s  
to  r es t o re  wat e rways .   

 
TO P  3  C AU S E S  O F   

I M P AI R M E N T  
I N  F L O R I D A W AT E R S  

 
  # 1 — N U TR I E N TS  ( f e r t i l i z e r )  
  # 2 — D I S S O L V E D  O X YG E N  
  # 3 — B AC T E R I A   

W h a t  i s  a  B M AP ?  
 

A  B a s i n  M a n a g e m e n t  Ac t i o n  P l a n  
o r  B M AP  i s  l i k e  a  r o a d  m a p  t h a t  

g u i d e s  a  c o m m u n i t y   t ow a r d s     
i m p r o v i n g  w a t e r  qu a l i t y  a n d   

m e e t i n g  a  TM D L  


